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Jandacek's The Cunning Little Vixen:
For the first time ever at Staatsoper Stuttgart

Leos Jandcek's opera is a reflection on the relationship between humans and animals,
between becoming and passing away: The Cunning Little Vixen is put to the stage by
Stephan Kimmig and premieres on 9 November at 6 pm. French conductor Ariane
Matiakh is at the podium of the Staatsorchester Stuttgart. All roles are taken on by
members of Stuttgart’s soloist ensemble and International Opera Studio, and includes
Claudia Muschio as the Vixen, Pawet Konik as the Forester, Ida Rdnzlév as the Fox and
Moritz Kallenberg as Teacher and Gnat. In addition to Staatsorchester and
Staatsopernchor, the Stuttgart opera’s Children's Choir also participates in the
production.

Not only did Stephan Kimmig not want to stage the opera as a trivial animal fairy tale
but it had also never been the composer Leo$ Janacek’s intention to have The Cunning
Little Vixen interpreted as such. It centers instead on the confrontation between
nature and civilization for both, the composition and the new staging. Although
Jandcek drew inspiration for his story from a newspaper comic strip and meticulously
converted the soundscape of animals and nature into music, he still used the main
characters, vixen and forester, to brutally bring to light the correlation between the
animal and the human world. And yet there is room enough to develop the love
between the vixen and the fox. Jandcek succeeds in exploring the animalistic side in
humans and the humanistic side in animals, thus holding up a mirror to us. Almost
exactly 101 years after the Vixen’s world premiere in Brno in 1924 and following his
productions Der Prinz von Homburg and Das Rheingold in Stuttgart, Stephan Kimmig
now tackles an opera which is full of contrasts and of the longing for a place where
everyone can live - free from rules.
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PREMIERE
Leos Jandcek

The Cunning Little Vixen

Sunday, 9 Nov, 2025 at 6 pm

Further performances
14/ 21/ 23/ 26 Nov, 2025
10 Dec, 2025

Conductor Ariane Matiakh

Director Stephan Kimmig

Stage Katja HaB

Costume Anja Rabes

Choreographer Jonathan Reimann

Light Gerrit Jurda

Chorus and Children’s Choir Bernhard Moncado
Dramaturgy Johanna Mangold

Vixen Claudia Muschio

Forester Pawet Konik

Forester’s Wife / Owl Olivia Johnson
Teacher / Gnat Moritz Kallenberg
Parson / Badger Andrew Bogard
Haraschta Michael Nagl

Pasek’s Wife / Jay Catriona Smith
Pasek Torsten Hofmann

Fox Ida Rdnzlov

Dachshund / Woodpecker Itzeli del Rosario
Rooster Oscar Encinas

Crested Hen Carmen Larios Caparrés

Children’s Choir of Staatsoper Stuttgart
Staatsopernchor Stuttgart
Staatsorchester Stuttgart
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Tickets

Online
www.staatsoper-stuttgart.de

Telephone
+49 71120 20 90
Monday to Friday 10 am to 8 pm, Saturday 10 am to 6 pm

Box office
Schauspielhaus, Oberer SchloBgarten 6, 70173 Stuttgart
Monday to Friday 10 am to 6 pm, Saturday 10 am to 2 pm

Contact

Sebastian Ebling, Press officer

T +49 (0) 711 20 32 -515

M +49 (0) 1520 29 43 041
sebastian.ebling@staatstheater-stuttgart.de
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